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Special Topics in Education 
Sport, Education, and Social Change 

ED 294, CRN 42960 
Fall, 2018 

Tuesdays, 3:30-5:50, ETMSW 3427 
 
Instructor: Dr. Theresa Thorkildsen (Terri) 
Office: 3549 ETMSW 
Hours: Wednesdays, 3:00-4:00, but preferably by appointment 
Phone: 996-8138 (office), E-mail: thork@uic.edu 
Web: https://thork.people.uic.edu/fair/   
 
Purpose  
This course will help students learn how the culture of sport influences educational organizations, paying particular 
attention to the alignment of sport and social change.  Comparing and contrasting 6 theories of social change, 
students will distinguish sport from play, games, and work by labeling recreational, amateur, and professional 
activities.  Looking closely at the rules and governance strategies associated with individual and team sports, 
students will explore the spectator, participation, and coaching roles that align with aerobic, conditioning, 
strength, individual, racket, team, and water sports.  Exploring bias, students will examine the access and equity 
challenges associated with various age-bound and lifetime sports.  They will also explore ethical and leadership 
challenges; social benefits and obstacles associated with various types of sport organizations; and how personal, 
civic, and civil intentions are distinguished in local, national, and global sport organizations. 
 
Readings and Media Depictions of Sport 
A textbook offers information on foundational assumptions used to understand the role of sport in social change. 

Wood, R. B (2015). Social issues in sport (3rd ed.) Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics Publishers. 
 
Students will also develop an independent list of resources that will be used in a capstone project.  This list will 
include at least one novel about sport, 3-5 articles from a sports journal, and one or more videos or movies that 
depict the role of sport in society. 
 
Assignments and Ground Rules  
Final grades for the course will be based on the percent of contributions to weekly discussions, a class preparation 
diary, and a final sport leadership plan designed to illustrate how students will actively depict their knowledge 
about the role of sport in social change.   
 
There will be structured preparation assignments from week to week.  These are designed to assist students in 
finding resources that they might use to justify their leadership planning and to become better informed about 
aspects of sport that are new to them.  For example, during the weeks where we will discuss world cultures and 
sport, each class member will be asked to identify and serve as the champion for a particular country in the world, 
becoming a class expert on the role of sport in that country.  Weekly, students will be invited to share any media 
representations of sport they can find and collaborate with members of the class in the design of a resource 
portfolio that will be shared online. 
 
Weekly discussions.  This class relies heavily on weekly discussions and thoughtful conversations about the role of 
sport in society: Everyone's absence is felt. Therefore, the most important assignment is to attend each class and 
prepare to discuss new ideas that are uncovered between class sessions before coming to class.  Ideal preparation 
should include at least 3 activities: (a) drafting notes about course readings, (b) posing questions about the topic of 
the day, and (c) observing and generating accounts of sport-focused behavior.  The percent of sessions attended 
and/or make-up assignments competed will be incorporated into the final grade.  Therefore, in cases where students 
are unable to attend class, they will be invited to complete one or more make-up assignment to be negotiated with 
the instructor. 
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In cases where it is impossible to attend class, students are expected to submit evidence that they have completed 
the preparation activity and/or an alternative assignment negotiated with the instructor.  It is also the student’s 
responsibility to obtain information on the content that emerged in the class discussion. 
 
Class preparation diary.  To assist in the development of writing skills and to inform the content of discussions 
across the semester, each student will turn in weekly drafts of their (a) reading notes, (b) new questions, and (c) at 
least one account of sport-focused behavior observed during the week.  In addition to instructor-generated 
comments, this set of tasks will be graded as satisfactory/unsatisfactory (pass/fail) based on the degree to which 
written accounts incorporate central features of one or more social theories and show depth of thought, critical 
reasoning, and/or nuanced awareness of the culture of sport.  When written accounts are unsatisfactory, students 
may re-write them once.  In cases where it is impossible to attend class, students are still expected to turn in a 
preparation diary entry.  The percent of completed diary entries will be incorporated into the final grade. 
Advice for completing this assignment can be found at: https://thork.people.uic.edu/fair/ParticipationDiary.pdf  
 
Sport leadership plan.  Using details from the participation diary and course resources as evidence, students will 
craft a short paper (3-5 pages) outlining their understanding of the educational benefits and obstacles that arise 
from sport.  This description will then be used to design a plan for how engagement in sport could foster local, 
national, and transnational forms of social change.  Details on how to design this capstone project will be 
disseminated as part of the midterm stock-taking activities and be completed by the end of the semester. 
 
Academic Integrity 
UIC's Honor Code as well as the ethical standards of the American Educational Research Association, American 
Psychological Association, and Society for Research in Child Development governs all work in this and all other 
courses offered in the College of Education.  Students are responsible for becoming familiar with these codes and 
standards which are available online.  Especially important for courses like this one, students should pay attention 
to the proper use and citations of others' work, and avoid plagiarism.  More information on UIC’s Disciplinary 
Policies can be found at:  http://www.uic.edu/depts/dos/conductforstudents.shtml  
 
Accessibility 
UIC strives to ensure the accessibility of programs, classes, and services to students with disabilities.  Reasonable 
accommodations can be arranged for students with various types of disabilities, such as documented learning 
disabilities, vision or hearing impairments, and emotional or physical disabilities.  All students should know that the 
University of Illinois at Chicago is committed to maintaining a barrier-free environment so that individuals with 
disabilities can fully access programs, courses, services, and activities at UIC. Students with disabilities who require 
accommodations for full access and participation in UIC Programs must be registered with the Disability Resource 
Center (DRC). Please contact DRC at (312) 413-2183 (voice) or (312) 413- 0123 (TDD). 
 
UIC also offers a wide range of resources for students who need extra help.  Doctoral students may want to pay 
particular attention to the resources available at the UIC Writing Center.  It is essential that students get in the 
habit of writing at least something as often as possible, preferably every day. More details on support services can 
be found at: http://www.uic.edu/academics/student-support  
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Tentative Schedule 
 

Dates Topics Reading & Deadlines 

Aug. 28th Distinguishing play, games, sport, and work 
Identifying roles and routines for sport enthusiasts 
Distinguishing lifetime and age-bound sports 
Sport and community engagement or sport management? 

Wood, 1-2 

Sept. 4th   Sport and social theories 
Functionalist theory—surveys & experiments, status quo 
Conflict theory—empirical, social class biases 
Critical theory—mixed methods, social change 
Feminist theory—mixed methods, gendered analysis 
Interactionist theory—ethnographic, person in context 
Figurational theory—historical research, intersectionality 
Systems theory—mixed methods, sport as a social system 

Wood, 2-3 
 
Additional theoretical 
lenses 

Sept. 11th Personal, civic, and civil conceptions of sport 
Self-care or personal well-being 
Local or cause-driven 
Human rights and principled notions of morality 

Wood, 6-10 
First draft resource list 
due 

Sept. 18th Sport and character 
Behavior and its psychological causes 

Wood, 11, 18-20 

Sept. 25th Sport and social biases 
Race & ethnicity 
Gender & sexuality 
Social class mobility 
Persons with (dis)abilities 
Religion and political affiliation 

Wood, 12-16 

Oct. 2nd Sport management 
Business types 
Marketing 
Facilities planning 
Finance and accounting 
Law and ethics 

Wood, 4 

Oct. 9th Meet: Marc Van Overbeke 
Access and equity in sport 

Social class and material costs of participation 
Lifetime vs. age-bound sports 
Team vs. individual sports 

Wood, 13-15 
Midterm stock-taking 
of resource lists and 
start of leadership plan 

Oct. 16th Sport and media 
News outlets 
Social media 
Promotion and maintenance goals 

Wood, 5, 21  

Oct. 23rd Sport and civic engagement 
Identifying and situating causes 
Promoting causes 
Thinking local and acting global 
Cause maintenance and roles 

Wood, 6-8, 17 & 21 

https://thork.people.uic.edu/fair/philos&theory.pdf
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Dates Topics Reading & Deadlines 

Oct 30th Sport and world cultures, part I  Wood, 9-10, 17 

Nov. 6th Sport and world cultures, part II--Kenya 
 

Wood, 12, 14, 16 

Nov. 13th Writing workshop  No class 
Nov. 20th Thanksgiving—No Class No class 

Nov. 27th Sport and human rights 
Moral principles vs. moral rules 
Interpersonal concerns 
Cross-national or cross-community concerns 
Constructive controversy when there can be no “winner” 

Wood, 10 

Dec. 4th  Sport leadership presentations  Wood, 6-7, & 21 

Dec. 14th  Sport leadership plan due Leadership plan due 

 

https://thork.people.uic.edu/fair/SportsinKenya.pdf
https://thork.people.uic.edu/fair/SportLeadershipPlan.pdf
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