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Black Intellectual Thought

● Counter-oppressive
● Counter-narrative 

● Education as a 
response to social 
conditions

● Emerges out of 
Black thought and 

experience
● Imagines Black 

people at their 
fullest potential





Pre-Woodsonian Positions

● Alex Crummell and Civilization-ist 
Education

● Booker T. Washington and 

Industrial Education
● W.E.B. Du Bois and Classical 

Education



Biography of Carter G. Woodson

● Born to former enslaved Africans 
and worked as a sharecropper

● Second African-American to 

receive a doctorate from Harvard
● Founded the Association for the 

Study of Negro Life and Histroy 

● Founded the Journal of Negro 
History 

● Founder of Black History Week

● Life mission was to improve 

Black perception through an 
accurate portrayal of Black 

History



Social 
Structures

Governance Ways of 
Knowing

Science and 
Technology

Movement 
and Memory

Cultural 
Meaning

The social 
and 
economic 
challenges 
faced by 
Black 
scholars

The structure 
of 
Woodson’s 
independent 
orgs 
(ASNLH; 
JNH; NHB)

Woodson’s 
emphasis on 
“common 
sense” and 
“community-
based” 
education

Woodson’s 
use of 
various 
education 
materials 
(newspaper; 
art; class 
resources)

Woodson’s 
emphasis on 
publishing 
primary 
documents

Woodson’s 
philosophy of 
history

Concept Chart created by Gregory Carr, Ph.D. of Howard University (2005)



Works of Carter G. Woodson

The Education of the Negro Prior to 
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A Century of Negro Migration
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The Miseducation of the Negro (1933)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZryE2bqwdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LborYcbZjmg&t=72s


The Miseducation of the Negro: Preface

The mere imparting of information is not 
education. Above all things, the effort must 
result in making a man think and do for 
himself...(p. xii).

The same educational process which inspires 
and stimulates the oppressor with the thought 
that he is everything and has accomplished 
everything worthwhile, depresses and crushes 
at the same time the spark of genius in the 
Negro by making him feel that his race does not 
amount to much and never will measure up to 
the standards of other people (p. xiii).



Chapter 1: The Seat Of The Trouble 

“The educated Negroes have the 
attitudes of contempt toward their 
own people because in their schools, 
Negroes are taught to admire the 
Hebrew, the Greek, and the Latin, 
and to despise the African.”

“The thought of inferiority of the 
Negro is drilled into him in almost 
every class he enters and in almost 
each book he studies.”



Chapter 2: How We Missed The Mark

“How we have arrived at the present 
state of affairs can be understood 
only by studying forces effective in 
the development of the Negro 
education since it was undertaken 
after Emancipation.”



Chapter 3: How We Drifted From The Truth

“Students were not told that 
ancient Africans of the interior 
knew sufficient science to 
concoct poisons for 
arrowheads, to mix durable 
colors for paintings, to extract 
metals from nature and refine 
them for development in the 
industrial arts.”



Chapter 14: The New Program

“To educate the Negro, 
we must find out exactly 
what his background is, 
what he is today, what 
his possibilites are, and 
how to begin with him as 
he is and make him a 
better individual of the 
kind that he is.”



Chapter 18: The Study of the Negro

“If you teach the Negro 
that he has 
accomplished as much 
good as any other race 
he will aspire to 
equality and justice 
without regard to 
race.”



Theoretical Conclusions

● Culture
○ Black culture endures whether it is 

acknowledge or not; transformative 
classrooms centralize Black culture as 
an asset and not a deficit

● Curriculum
○ African worldview of intellectual 

processes and selection on subject 
matter; celebrate various “learning 

styles”

● Teaching
○ Teachers must have a deep 

interdisciplinary understanding and 
appreciation of Black history and 
reality in order to transform the 
curriculum, with the goal meet needs 

within their communities


